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Two-player games have come a long way since checkers, backgammon, and Battleship, and today
the best of them are just as complex and enthralling as any group game.

We talked with experts, spent more than 25 hours researching, and played 34 different games to
find the one-on-one games that most people will enjoy.
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James Austin

James Austin is an associate staff writer currently covering games and hobbies, but he’s also
worked on just about everything Wirecutter covers—from board games to umbrellas—and after
being here for a few years he has gained approximate knowledge of many things. In his free time
he enjoys taking photos, running D&D, and volunteering for a youth robotics competition.

Further reading

The Best Beginner Board Games for Adults

30(ish) Family-Friendly Games We Love Under $35

Prime Day is coming. Don’t miss a deal.

Get real-time advice on only the best deals, sent straight to your inbox.

Opt out or contact us anytime. See our Privacy Policy.

https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/best-two-player-board-games/ 10/11


https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/contact-us/
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/privacy-policy#/privacy
mailto:notes@wirecutter.com
https://twitter.com/JimTAustin
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jamestaustin/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/board-games-for-adults/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/board-games-for-adults/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/lists/cheap-games-we-love-for-kids-families/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/lists/cheap-games-we-love-for-kids-families/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/great-modern-yahtzee-alternatives/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/great-modern-yahtzee-alternatives/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/blog/amazon-alexa-board-games/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/blog/amazon-alexa-board-games/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/saved-for-later/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/deals/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/electronics/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/contact-us/
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/privacy-policy#/privacy

7/6/23, 11:56 PM The 8 Best Two-Player Board Games of 2023 | Reviews by Wirecutter

'

f @ v ¢

Privacy Policy Terms of Use Cookie Policy Partnerships & Advertising

© 2023 Wirecutter, Inc., A New York Times Company

Prime Day is coming. Don’t miss a deal.

Get real-time advice on only the best deals, sent straight to your inbox.

Opt out or contact us anytime. See our Privacy Policy.

https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/best-two-player-board-games/

Deals

Licensing & Reprints

| wwirecuLreX

Tech

RSS

11/11


https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/
https://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thewirecutter/
https://www.instagram.com/wirecutter/
https://twitter.com/wirecutter/
https://www.tiktok.com/@wirecutter
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/about/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/masthead/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/staff-demographics/
https://nytimes.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/Wirecutter
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/contact-us/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/how-to-pitch/
https://www.nytimes.com/privacy/privacy-policy#california-notice
https://www.nytimes.com/data-subject-request
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/deals/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/lists/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/blog/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/newsletters/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/make-a-plan/moving/
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/privacy-policy#/privacy
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014893428-Terms-of-service
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/privacy-policy#/cookie
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/partners/
https://info.wrightsmedia.com/nyt-wirecutter-licensing
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/feed/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/saved-for-later/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/deals/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/electronics/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/contact-us/
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/privacy-policy#/privacy

