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The Best Two-Player Board Games

By James Austin

Updated June 21, 2023

Save

FYI

Weʼve added Inhuman Conditions as a new pick. Weʼve also added Splendor Duel and Marvel Dice
Throne to our list of other good two-player games and six more games to the Competition section.
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Many of the most popular tabletop board games are designed for big groups—

that s̓ what game nights are about, after all. But coordinating the schedules of a

bunch of adults can be a puzzle more intimidating than the Saturday New York

Times Crossword, so it s̓ nice to have options for a quiet night in with a partner,

roommate, or friend.

Two-player games have come a long way since checkers, backgammon, and Battleship, and today

the best of them are just as complex and enthralling as any group game.

We talked with experts, spent more than 25 hours researching, and played 34 different games to

find the one-on-one games that most people will enjoy.
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The competition

How we picked and tested
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Meet your guide

James Austin

James Austin is an associate staff writer currently covering games and hobbies, but he’s also

worked on just about everything Wirecutter covers—from board games to umbrellas—and after

being here for a few years he has gained approximate knowledge of many things. In his free time

he enjoys taking photos, running D&D, and volunteering for a youth robotics competition.
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