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building, our latest reviews, gripping dystopian reads, books with “The Last of Us” vibes, the
essential Ursula K. Le Guin, immersive climate fiction and more! UPDATED AUG. 8, 2025.

[d like a fresh twist on the Take me on a wild ride with two  Give me a far-ft

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/science-fiction-books.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare 1/9


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/books/what-to-read-next.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/books/what-to-read-next.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html

8/10/25, 5:36 PM The Best Science Fiction Novels to Read Right Now - The New York Times

zombie novel souls bonded across time on a spaceship

) €
Will you follow me to the end?

| JVAY) 26N
y. CHANDRASEKERA

) 1

Find recommendations for other genres
you like

. N
%}/3 205

iSvs

A

Romance Thrillers Fantasy

Martha Wells's Favorite Novels With
Great World Building

The author of the Murderbot Diaries recommends novels that will transport you to other worlds.

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/science-fiction-books.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare 2/9


https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/books/review/new-horror-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/books/review/best-science-fiction-fantasy-books-2024.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/romance-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/romance-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/romance-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/romance-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/romance-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/thriller-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/thriller-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/thriller-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/thriller-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/thriller-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/fantasy-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/fantasy-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/fantasy-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/fantasy-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/books/fantasy-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/26/books/sci-fi-fantasy-books-world-building.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/26/books/sci-fi-fantasy-books-world-building.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/26/books/sci-fi-fantasy-books-world-building.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/26/books/sci-fi-fantasy-books-world-building.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/26/books/sci-fi-fantasy-books-world-building.html

8/10/25, 5:36 PM The Best Science Fiction Novels to Read Right Now - The New York Times

THE LIES OF THE

AJUNGO

MOSES OSE UTOMI

-5 TIME FOR
V,;L.? VILLAIN ERA.

N G AN V© &

A i\
#h (| p
— 1 i:

SARAH REES .BRF;NN:‘\N

‘ A i - .

it 1
Long Live Evil Don’t Sleep With the A Palace Near the The Lies of the

by Sarah Rees Dead Wind Ajungo
Brennan by Nghi Vo by Ai Jiang by Moses Ose Utomi
< >

New and Noteworthy

Our latest science fiction reviews.
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Veronica Roth's Favorite Dystopian
Novels

The author of the Divergent series recommends books that explore human nature and
disintegrating reality.
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New in Paperback
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Whats on Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyahs
Nightstand?

The author of “Chain-Gang All-Stars” talked about the books and writers that have stuck with him.
Read his By the Book interview.
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